'IRAQ,
dispatched to 'Iraqi notables.1 Accompanied by three A.D.C.s,
his private secretary. Colonel Gormvallis (his personal Adviser)
and a party of 'Iraqi notables,2 Amir Faisal left Jidda on
June i2th,onR.I.M.S. Northbrook.*
The Election of Faisal
The Amir arrived at Basra on June 23rd. Three weeks later,
the Council of State unanimously declared him King of 'Iraq.
In spite of the delays, the stage was well set for his reception.
Mr. ChurchilPs long awaited statement in the House of Com-
mons, June I4th,4 was published in 'Iraq, June I7th.5 The
Naqib and the Turkish party were disappointed at its pro-
Sharifian tone. They held that Mr. Churchill's statement that:
They [H.M. Government] wish to make it clear, however,
as they have repeatedly stated, that there is no intention or
desire whatever of forcing a particular ruler on the people.
On the contrary, it is desired that there will be complete
freedom of choice and expression of opinion,
hardly harmonized with his declaration:
H.M. Government consider the Amir Faisal a suitable
candidate, indeed, the most suitable candidate in the field,
and hope that he will secure the support of the majority of
the people of 'Iraq.
1 Al-'Iraq, June i3th and sist, 1921. Sharif Husain's telegram to the Naqib
is as follows.
'Having regard to the needs of the nation and the desire of the inhabitants,
my son Faisal has left for your region Owing to our relationship, I must say
to you that it behoves us all to unite so as to give rest to the land, fulfilling its
hopes and safeguarding its future. All this will come to pass through your good
intentions and your religious and national sentiments. May God prosper you. -
Husam.'
* These included a number of Nationalist leaders responsible for the Insurrec-
tion, as Yusuf as-Suwaidi, Saiyid Muhammad as-Sadr, Saiyid Nur, Saiyid Had!
Muqutar, 'All Bazirqan, and 'All Jaudat Beg. See Al-'Iraq, June 27th, 1921
3 Baghdad Times, June i8th, 1921.
*ParL Debates, H. of. C, 5th S., Vol. cxliii (1921), pp. 265 ff.
^Al-'Iraq. June i7th, 1921. The version as published in the official com-
mumque, which is cited above, differs somewhat from that appearing in Parlia-
mentary Debates (q.v.). See also Baghdad Times, June i7th, 1921, and Basrah
Times, June igth, 1921.
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